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The author tells of the excavation of Rivas, a great ceremonial centre at the foot of the Talamanca

Mountain range which flourished between AD900 and 1300. He discusses Rivas' builders and

users, theories on chiefdom societies and the daily interactions and surprises of modern

archeology.
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"Quilter is to be congratulated on his careful documentation of a meticulous and highly productive

field project.... It is clear that he had numerous and considerable obstacles to overcome in his

investigations at Rivas, but he dealt with these handily and has emerged with a valuable

contribution to Central American archaeology."

"Jeffrey Quilter has written a masterpiece describing how archaeological projects happen. The

fieldwork is easy&#x97;it is the family commitments, fundraising, professional relationships, for-eign

government, and foreign local community relations that are complicated to manage. This book

should be required reading for students, especially those planning to go on international

archaeological projects, as well as participants in Earth Watch and similar

endeavors."&#x97;Frederick W. Lange, Vanderbilt University "Quilter is to be congratulated on his

careful documentation of a meticulous and highly productive field project. . . . It is clear that he had

numerous and considerable obstacles to overcome in his investigations at Rivas, but he dealt with

these handily and has emerged with a valuable contribution to Central American



archaeology."&#x97;John Hoopes, University of Kansas, co-author of The Emergence of Pottery

--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Now here is a book that should surely be required reading for anyone interested in how to

communicate the nature of archaeological research to the general public. Quilter does so in a way

which does not compromise scientific rigor and which reveals the incidental and complex nature of

such work in an amusing and self-reflective fashion. Highly recommended.

Excellent product. Excellent service.
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